What Are Its Effects?
The symptoms associated with this defect involve the constriction of the trachea and esophagus by the surrounding Vascular Ring. Breathing may be difficult as the wind-pipe is compressed, resulting in stridor -wheezing or other respiratory distress. Solid food may not be easily swallowed as the Vascular Ring narrows the esophagus, and vomiting or choking may occur.
The illustration below shows the vascular structures which encircle the trachea (light pink) and the esophagus (behind the trachea, in dark red).
In the bottom illustration, the ligamentum arteriosum and Kommerell's diverticulum have been removed and their former areas of attachment to the vessels have been closed with sutures.
